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 St. Patrick Catholic Schoolð Nov./Dec. 2010 Construction News 
Monsignor Linster 

 

 These past few months have seen 

significant progress being made on the 

construction of our new school. The beau-

tiful clear, dry weather that we have  

enjoyed has enabled the builder to over-

come time lost at the beginning of the  

project. Hoping that those conditions  

continue, we plan to have the building  

under roof by mid-December and be ready 

to open the doors for the school year 2011

-2012. Those are ambitious goals but we 

feel they are attainable. I continue to pray 

for your prayerful and financial support. 

May God continue to bless all our efforts! 

Looking for some musical fun? 
By Tegan Keigher 

 

      The Cornerstone Choir will be performing in Brookfield Zooôs Festival 

of Lights on Sunday, December 5th at 8:00 PM in the Holly Jolly Theater! 

      The choir (which is open to all St. Patôs students in grades 5 and up) is 

excited to perform and would love to see some friendly faces at the zoo. 

They are a talented group and have been working very hard on a number of 

different songs. Iôm sure you wonôt be sorry for attending this fun and festive 

musical event! 

Red Ribbon Week 
By Madison Brewster & Mitchell Strickland 

 

 Red Ribbon week prepares the students of St. Patrickôs to say no 

to drugs. Mrs. Daley and her team decorated the halls with red ribbons to 

remind us to stop and think about the consequences of taking drugs. 

 Not only do drugs mess up your mind and body, but you can also 

be kicked off of sports teams or lose your job. Drugs can tear families 

apart and put you in jail. They are not cool and they will not make you 

part of a group. 

 This year, we had a Frisbee champion talk to us about being at the top of your game. 

Drugs can pull you down and your performance in school and sports will definitely go down 

the drain. So, stay off drugs. You work so hard to be the best you can be both in school and 

in sports. Donôt ruin your future. Just say NO. 

Upcoming Events  

 

12/3 First Friday and 

Progress Reports 

12/4 Kidsô Corner 

Santa Shoppe 

12/5 Cornerstone 

Choir at Brookfield Zoo 

12/14 School Band 

Concert 

12/16 PM Christmas 

Sing 

12/17 AM Christmas 

Sing and 11:30 Early  

Dismissal 
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Calling All Young Writers  

 

Anyone may submit articles or news stories to  

Paddyôs Press. 

To see YOUR news in print, follow these steps. 
 Have a parent help you and email. 

 Type a word document and save it. 

E-mail your article as an attached word document 

 to paddyspress@stpatsirish.info 
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Happy Season of Advent!  
 

Happy Season of Advent! Just one reflection to start 

off this special season: Though the sights and sounds 

of Advent are just about the same year after year, we 

are not the same. We have changed in so many ways 

and are continually changing. This being so, each Ad-

vent should be a brand new experience and discovery 

of God's love for us. So, as we begin this special sea-

son, let us bring the "new usò into each and every min-

ute as we prepare for the coming of Jesus. 

 

 My wish for all of you will spend this Advent with a 

joyful  heart! 



 

 

 

 Have you seen lately the on-going construction of 

our new St. Patrick School? Maybe, you have seen pictures and video 

clips at Facebook or Youtube. If noté.go! Search for ñOur School Construction. 

St.Patrickò and see how big, how far the construction has moved forward!  A little more 

of available technology will lead us to appreciate Godôs blessings around us.  

  

Since we were kids, we already love to see and learn through pictures and videos like the 

ñBlue Clues.ò  Right? Most of us remember that saying ña picture is worth a thousand 

words.ò Our classroom settings are heavily using visual aids, pictures  and videos. If we 

have our camera at home, we can quickly capture somebodyôs birthday or Grandmaôs 

visit or a special event of our family and save these moments and treasure them.  

  

Again, our Catholic Church this month in Rome is having a world-wide conference on ñThe Culture of Communication and 

New Languagesò to make use in spreading the gospel and Christianity. The conference will discuss "the new languages, in 

particular cinema, music, figurative and plastic arts, the internet and multimedia platforms, in order to discover the words, 

colors, sounds and images capable of presenting Christian life as a valid experience for everyone today.ò We must make use 

of them, otherwise the Church would be left behind. 

 

I just smile when somebody says ñWhere is your camera, Father?ò or ñHere comes Fr. Paparazzi.ò Picture-taking is not a 

simple hobby for me but a way ñto document our parish lifeò since we have become visually cultured, we make use of our 

captured parish life and activities through pictures. A way to build our parish community and faith-life.  During the year, or 

the coming years ï we would need these pictures to teach and appreciate our parish life here at St. Patrick Church! For those 

who request to have copies of pictures of certain events, I joyfully share with them. Or we need a Mass Media Committee in 

the parish. 

  

ñReady? Smile!ò Click! Really, God sees and continually ñtakes picturesò of us all in his love. He treasures not only the 

ñpicturesò but each one of us in a special way. We are his children and it is very good to have Him as our God. Happy 

Thanksgiving. God bless. 

  

Fr. Moises Apostol 

Get to Know Sister Betty Ann Martinez 
By Anna Sheen 

 

 We are glad to welcome Sister Betty Ann to our St. Patôs Parish, and I had the 

pleasure to sit down and talk with her. Sister Betty Ann was born in Hondo, Texas. At a 

young age of just four, she knew that God was calling her to become a nun.  When she was 

young her grandparents and her never once missed mass. Seeing the faith of her grandpar-

ents, she was sure she wanted to be a Sister. Sister Betty Ann looked into all the different 

types of Sisters at age nine. The Salesian order stood out the most out of all the different 

types. 

 When she was a child she loved to dance. She loves working with kids now. Sister 

Betty Ann especially loves putting on musicals and skits about God and also helping kids 

build up their confidence, which is what Salesian Sisters strive to do. They carry out a mis-

sion to teach the young people of today all about God. I found that it was very interesting 

that when she was only in seventh grade she had already begun the process of entering the 

Sisterhood. Sister Betty Ann has recently celebrated forty years of being a nun. 
  Sister Betty Ann has always looked up to one of the sisters that taught her when 
she was younger, Sister Celia. Sister Betty Annôs greatest accomplishment to date is  
becoming a sister and working with young people today to grow their relationship with 
God.  

3 



NEWS FROM THE BREW CREW ï  

MRS. BREWSTERôS 4TH GRADE CLASS 
 

Please enjoy these inspiring quotes from some very special 4th 

Graders. They truly know what beautiful gifts they have been 

blessed with this Thanksgiving. Let us reflect on the way God 

moves in each of our lives as we prepare our hearts for the 

Christ Child. 

Michael Murray: I am thankful for my dog, Callie. Sheôs my 

girl. 

Mackenzie Wallace: I am thankful for my mom because she 

helps me with my homework 

Alyssa Nesterowicz: I am grateful that I go St. St. Patrick 

Catholic School because they teach me a religious life. 

Maggie Throop: My family because they protect me; and God 

who watches over me. 

Brigid McCarthy: Sean, because he and I get along good 

sometimes. 

Erin Kremer: I am thankful for God because He watches over 

me and is pure love and kindness. 

Nicholas Zoretic: I am thankful for my pet Lizard, Spike. 

Alex Stone: I am thankful for being Catholic and going to 

church. 

Keely Yeargin: I am thankful for my family because they are 

always there for me. 

Aidan Reynolds: My soccer team is always encouraging me to 

do my best. 

Jack Vainisi: I am thankful that I can play and get good exer-

cise. 

Grace Tarpey: I am thankful for my friends and family. 

Quinn: I am glad that I have friends to be 

there for me when I am down. 

Elizabeth Woodrich: I am thankful for every-

thing God has given me. 

Danny Vale: I love my mother with all my 

heart and soul. 

MRS. STONEôS 4TH GRADE CLASS IS 

THANKFUL FOR:  

 
Logan A. ï my family. 

Luke B. ï my family and 

friends.  

Colin B. ï my family and God. 

Jake B. ï God. 

Emma B. ï for a nice house and 

family (God). 

Mary B. ï my family. 

Jack B. ï pie. 

Dillion D. ï my family and God. 

Jack D. ï my Wii. 

Shea F. ï my family, friends, and God. 

Adam F. ï everything. 

Grace G. ï my family, friends, and talents. 

Evalena H. ï God and everything he created. 

Dylan H. ï my friends and family. 

Jack K. ï for my soccer skills.  

Mary Clare K. ï God. 

Stephen L. ï my family and Godôs creations.  

Zach M. ï my family, the gifts God gave me, and my life. 

Mark M. ï my clothes because I can stay warm. 

Maelle Q. ï my family. 

Chris R. ï my family. 

Christian S. ï my family, my friends, and my life.  

Lauren S. ï everything God created. 

Sean T. ï food and water. 

Jostin T. ï my family, my 

friends, my games.  

Gina V. ï my family and God.  

Delaynie W. ï family, church, 

and Mrs. Stone.  

Charlie W. ï God.  

Kennedy W. ï family. 

Haley Y. ï my family and 

friends.  

Saint Joseph Word Search  

 

S  U  S  E  J  B  L  B  U  R  L 

W  H  U  U  G  F  Y  H  E  A  O 

O  R  L  U  A  P  N  R  N  T  V 

R  H  T  T  G  N  I   R  A  C  I  

K  O  H  A  S  Z  W  V  U  M  N 

E  E  E  T  O  U  F  G  X  S  G 

R  S  B  W  Y  E  U  I   L  Z  Q 

T  G  X  L  H  O  L  Y  G  U  N 

H  P  E  S  O  J  T  N  I   A  S 

R  E  T  N  E  P  R  A  C  H  I  

O  E  M  F  Z  I   C  T  D  A  D 

Carpenter 

Holy  

Mary 

Caring  

Jesus 

 

 

Saint Joseph 

Father 

Loving  

Worker 
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The New St. Patôs Library would be 

perfect if ééé.. 

 

First Graders: 

Comfy chairs to sit on and read  

More books  

Goldfish  

Pet frog  

We could play football in it  

Fish tank  

If it had Scooby Doo bean bags  

New hamster  

A couch 

Second Graders: 

More sign language books 

Tapes and head phones 

A play zone to have fun  

It would have 1000000000 books  

Soccer field, basketball court, play-

ground 

Fish tank with a pink rainbow fish 

and a pillow to sit on  

A hammock 

Fake grass floor  

A disco ball  

It had a water park and the most 

sports books ever  

Third Graders:  

We had Katie Kazoo Switcheroo 

books, more computers, a fish, mu-

sic speakers, and you should name 

the fish Bob  

Pop up books to check out  

We had a huge fish tank and more 

TVs 

Trampoline  

A case for bad kids  

Fishing ponds 

Bean bags, 300 beanie bags 

 

Fourth Graders: 

A cork floor  

Laptops to find books  

A vending machine 

We had more library 

time  

Popcorn for movie time  

Tables and computers to study  

Phones to call your parents for a 

book that is forgotten  

Reclining chairs  

Blue walls with shamrocks  

Flat screen TVs  

A little room full of computers to 

do research on  

60 gallon saltwater fish 

tank  

A computer that if you 

typed in the name of a book a metal 

machine would push the book off 

the shelf in to a bucket  

Two check out lines  

A huge screen connected to the 

computers for self check out  

Moving book shelves 

A snake or two  

A lounge area 

Perfect if there was 

an actual dog in the 

library  

You could bring your homework 

down and have study hall  

More windows to see outside  

We could have less windows be-

cause if a storm comes we could 

come to the library  

Fifth Graders:  

More globes  

Color copier  

Bigger library with more books  

Would like a TV so we can have 

power point on it  

A ferret and a hamster  

More color and more exciting  

Bigger research area  

More computers so there is not a 

line 

More magazines 

Guinea pig for the school pet  

Wrestling magazines  

I would wish for the whole library 

to look just like the book fair but 

without paying  

We could have a popcorn machine 

for movies  

There would be a soda machine 

(free), candy at each 

table, a pool and ping 

pong tables  

More popup books for 

fun  

We should have class pets like 

guinea pigs or bunnies 

Massage chair for a seat of honor  

 

 

 

      

 

 

              By Julianna Hartke 

  

 The Birthday Book Store is a 

great way to make your childôs birthday 

special.  Not only does your childôs 

name appear on the book of your choice, 

but it also helps expand the amount of 

books in the school library.  Now, you 

can purchase a book from your com-

puter.   

 Just go to: 

www.stpatsbirthdaybook.citymax.com to 

find the title of your childôs favorite 

book for their  special 

day.   
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miles were on everybodyôs faces, 

the weather was perfect, and as 

usual, the mysterious witch came 

to watch. Once everyone settled 

down, the Halloween 

Parade began.  8th 

graders marched 

around the park with 

their 1st graders, who 

were covered in tin-

foil, cardboard, and 

streamers. As soon as 

the first glimpse of 

tissue paper entered 

the park, the crowd 

went wild! 

 With no doubt, the 

parade is one of the 

memorable events St. 

Pats holds each year. 

The costumes were 

wonderful, ranging 

from the princesses to hockey players. 

And, as always, this year did not disap-

point! 

ñThe experience was wonderful,ñ says 

an 8th grader. The students cheered on 

the First Graders as they proudly dis-

played their costumes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The amount of effort and thought that 

went into these creations was amazing. 

The attention to  

detail put into each childôs costume was 

incredible. Many 

costumes required  

multiple fittings and 

measurements to 

make sure they fit 

just right. Some 

First Graders had to 

practice walking in 

their costumes be-

cause of their spe-

cially made masks 

and clothing. After 

the parade, the 8th 

graders and 1st 

graders joined their 

families in the cafe-

teria for a special 

celebration. Every-

one congratulated each other on a job 

well done. All of the other classes went 

back to their homerooms for their Hal-

loween Party. Pizza, soda, and cupcakes 

were served and games like ówrap the 

mummyô were played. Everyone left 

that day having their fill of candy and 

fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A great start  

to the  

Halloween  

weekend! 

S 

Halloween Parade 2010  

By Madison Brewster 
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Honk! Jr.  the musical is  based on one of the best loved bedtime stories ever, Hans 

Christian Andersenôs  The Ugly Duckling. The musical version unfolds much  like the 

book with a strange little duckling who just canôt seem to quack like the rest of his family. Ugly struggles be-

cause he is different but like most good stories there is a happy ending. Ugly has an amazingly beautiful transformation and so 

do the rest of the characters as they learn tolerance.  The  book and lyrics are by Anthony Drewe and music is by Georges 

Stiles. Honk Jr. debuted at the Watermill Theatre in England in 1993. The West End production opened in 1999 and won the 

2000 Oliver Award for Best Musical. Why?  The  lyrics and the music are great and 

they are sure to entertain you.  The cast includes  St. Patôs students  Miranda 

Keigher (Froglet) and Katelyn Jassoy (Ida). The cost for students is $10 and 

adults $12. If you have a family member or a friend with special needs they are 

their families are welcome to attend a special needs show Thursday January 27, 

7pm for free. There will be a signer also for the hearing impaired.  Show dates are 

January 28-29-30,  2011. Friday, January 28 at 7 pm, Saturday, January 29 at 7 pm, 

Sunday, January 30 at 2 pm all at the Arcada in St. Charles.  For more information 

visit  ww.risingstartheatre.org. 

Willis Tower- Chicago Fun Facts  

 
How many stairs are there? 

2,109 steps 

How many flights to the top?  

103 flights to the Skydeck 

What is the record time? 

13:09 minutes, set in 2009.  

 

Katelyn Bayne and her dad climbed the stairs at 

Willis Tower to 

remember the 345 

firefighters who 

lost their lives on  

9-11. They also 

raised money for 

the Rehab Institute 

of Chicago. The 

father-daughter 

team finished in 45 

minutes with Mr. 

Bayne wearing 35 

lbs of his fire-

fighting gear.  

Helping with Cookies! 
By 4th graders Grace Griffin and Mary Blood 

 

 Girl Scout troop 593 helped by making cookies for the Lazurus 

house. Sierra Bartt, Taylor Baumgartner, Mary Blood, Grace Griffin, 

Grace Heinrich, Mary Clare Koebel, Alyssa Nesterowicz, Maelle 

Quartetti, Lauren Stack, Grace Tarpey, Kennedy Wykle, and Keely-

Yeargin, all participated in making four kinds of cookies for the Lazu-

rus house and a snack for themselves. The two cookies were oatmeal 

raisin cookies and monster cookies. YUMM! We all had fun and were 

glad to help. 

These are girl scouts making MONSTER cookies: Grace Griffin, Taylor 

Baumgartner, Mary Blood. 

 

 Congratulations to 8th grade clarinetist, Henry Quinn, who was chosen by audition to participate in the Illinois Music 

Educators Association (IMEA) Honors Band at its festival at Willowbrook High School on November 6!  This was Henry's 

second appearance at the Honors Festival. 

 Our Green Band (6th, 7th, and 8th graders) and Rockestra (6th, 7th, and 8th grade jazz-rock group) are busily prepar-

ing for their annual Christmas Concerts to be given Tuesday, December 14, 2010!  There will be a concert at 8:45 a.m. for the 

school assembly and an evening concert at 7:30 p.m.  Refreshments will be served after the evening concert.  All are invited!  

Band News 

Honk Jr. By Katelyn Jassoy 
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Thanksgiving Traditions 
By Colleen Dorfler 

Tommy Tomaka: We go to White Eagle. 

Alexa Johnston: I go to my grandma's house. 

Emily Orr: We have turkey. 

Patrick Daley: I go to my relatives house. 

Brooke Klint: I go to my grandma's house. 

Claire Nelson: After we eat, we sleep. 

Tom Woodrich: I go to my cousin's house. 

Kristin Kowaleski: We eat  turkey. 

Megan Kalaf: I go to my grandma's house. 

Ryan Forester: I go to my cousin's house. 

Morgan Kuehl: We watch football. 

Maggie Swanson: I go to my grandma's house. 

Christian Lang: We eat turkey, gravy, mashed potatoes, and go to my 

grandma's house. 

Annie Hughes: We watch movies. 

Emma Blankenship: I go to my grandma's house. 

Nolan Theriault: We have turkey. 

Jaci Spoerl: My family comes over. 

Erin Burke: I go to my aunt's house and eat turkey. 

Michael Dell'Armi: We eat turkey. 

Kaylee Skwierawski: People come over to our house and have dinner. 

Cece Rapp: We go to one grandma's house in the morning and another 

in the afternoon. 

Ryan Bledsoe: We celebrate 'Thanksmas' a combination of Thanks-

giving and Christmas. 

Allison Shaw: We eat turkey. 

Michael Whitted: I go to my grandma's house. 

Words to Rememberé  A Few Reminders 

from Monsignor Linster By Kayla Dunlea 
 

 Going to mass is an important part of St. Patôs 

along with being a good student, and Catholic.  We go to 

mass to thank God for the good in our lives, but if weôre 

going to take the time to go to church, we should do it 

right.  One thing we have to improve on is not clapping in 

church.  Many parishioners have gotten into the habit of 

clapping when mass is finished.  Many people do this to 

thank all of the song leaders, lectors, ministers, ushers, sac-

ristans, alter servers, and our priest, but itôs really not appro-

priate.  Clapping is more for the end of performances, but all 

of these people are involved in a ministry and clapping takes 

away from the sacredness.  Father Linster would like for us 

to stop, so we can go away with not a performance, but the 

miracle of the service. 

 Another thing we have to get better at is genuflect-

ing.  Before we enter a pew, we have to genuflect to ac-

knowledge the presence of God in the tabernacle.  In doing 

this, the right knee is to go all the way to the floor, but many 

people just curtsy or bow; this is not the correct way of 

showing respect.  Some people, especially kids, donôt genu-

flect at all!  Genuflecting properly sets the tone of how we 

should conduct ourselves in church.  We are entering a 

church where respect and reverence should be the goal.  So 

like I said, if weôre going to go to church, we may as well do 

it right.  Letôs keep our applause for appropriate times and 

letôs remember to genuflect the correct way.  We can im-

press our parents and elders by being leaders in this.  See 

you at mass!  See past bulletins for moreé.. 

Words of Wisdom 
By Courtney Rayfield 

  

To understand is to forgive, even oneself. 
Alexander Chase 

  

Am I not destroying my enemies when I make friends of 

them?  
Abraham Lincoln  

 

Peace begins with a smile.  
Mother Teresa 

  

In order for you to succeed, your desire for success should 

be greater than your fear of failure. 
Bill Cosby 

  

A smile is a inexpensive way to improve your looks. 
Andy Rooney 

  

Never reach out your hand unless you are willing to extend 

an arm. 
Pope Paul VI 

  

Anytime you do something from the heart, people just know 

it. 
Brad Paisley 

SOS 
By Jake Fernandez 

 

 Operation Christmas Child was SOSô mission this 

month occurring on November 8th.  The students wrapped shoe-

boxes filled with toys and games for needy children throughout 

the world.  The day before SOS met, the students went to The 

Dollar Store and bought toys, games, and coloring books.  I 

bought enough stuff to fill two shoeboxes which means two kids 

would receive gifts!  I spent a total of $10! Wow, ten dollars 

lying around the house can make someone around the world 

very happy!  In the end, we had over 50 students join us, enough 

to fill Mrs. Phelanôs and Mrs. Migninôs classrooms.  We filled 

64 shoeboxes and wrapped 

each one.  We made many 

children happy this Christ-

mas season. 

Hope you can make it to the 

next SOS project on Decem-

ber 4th helping at the St. 

Patôs Santa Shoppe.  If you 

canôt make that one, the next 

one is January 7th.  It is our 

annual trip to Aurora to Feed 

my Starving 

Children. 
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Dear Paddy 
 

Dear paddy, the 8th grade 

doesnôt get to wear sweat pants 

and skinny jeans but 7th and 

6th does. We want them but 

the teachers wonôt let us. What should we do? 

  From Skinny-deprived 

Dear Mr. Skinny-deprived, Your teachers are right, 

skinny jeans are not appropriate for our school, but 

if you really would like to wear them, make sure 

they are loose so that they therefore donôt qualify as 

skinny jeans, but some kind of loosey jeans instead. 

And about the sweatpants, they are comfortable and 

all, but donôt complain, would you rather have no 

jeans days at all? I believe jeans are more comfort-

able than a uniform. 

Dear paddy, the teachers are giving us A LOT of 

homework but I donôt have time to do it all with all 

of my sports. What should I do? 

  From too much homework 

Dear Too-Much-Homework, Try to get as much 

done at school as you can without rushing too much. 

And if you havenôt finished it by the time you leave, 

do it on the ride home or on the way to your sport. If 

you are just way too busy to do anything at all, try 

waking up early and working on it then. But donôt 

rush. Bad grades donôt do anything but make a 

stressed person worse. 

 Dear paddy, I am scared of the dark what should I 

do? 

  From need-the-light 

Dear need-the-light, Everything in the dark looks 

scary if your young, but donôt worry. If something 

scares you, just rationalize with yourself, or turn on 

the light. Also, ask your mom if you can turn the 

closet light on or have a lamp put by your bed in 

case you get scared during the middle of the night. 
  

Sing- Along with Santa 
By Emily Burback 

 Sing-Along with Santa is a fun 

interactive musical. It combines script and 

improv. Sing-Along with Santa is a play 

your whole family will enjoy. It is a popu-

lar seasonal show with a new twist this 

year! This play hits Steel Beam theatre on 

November 20 - December 19, 2010.  

 Sing- Along with Santa is directed 

by former student of St. Patrickôs, Bonnie Gruesen. She is an  

excellent and fun director and has also taught my cast mates and I a 

lot of useful things, and of course, a lot of crazy warm-up and improv 

games that will help us in our acting. 

 Join Cast A (the prancing zebras) and Cast B (the sparkling 

Christmas cookies) for an awesome time. Come and see us as we  

invite you to roast Cheetos on an orange scarf and dash through the 

many wonderful Christmas carols. Also watch our slow motion 

snowball fight. Come be a part of our day with Frosty, Rudolph the 

Red Nose Reindeer, and I bet you canôt guess who our special guest 

is. 

 If you wish to attend, tickets are online at  

www.SteelBeamTheatre.com. Or you can visit at 111 W. Main St., 

St. Charles or call 630-587-8521. Sing- Along with Santa is recom-

mended for children ages 3-8, as well as older or younger children. 

We are all so excited to see you there! 
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The Brewster Family Pet 
By Julianna Hartke 

Name: Una 

Gender: Girl 

Type of pet: Cat 

Color: White 

Favorite Activity: Napping 

Funniest Thing Your Pet Has Done:  

She rolls in the mud and turns black 

Mrs. Zirlinôs Class Pet 
By Julianna Hartke 

 

Name: Sushi 

Gender: Boy 

Type of Pet: Beta Fish 

Color:  Blue and Black 

Favorite toy: Fake barrel to swim 

through. 

Interesting Fact: He fell onto  

Mrs. Zirlinôs desk so she put a drop of 

holy water into his bowl and he didnôt 

die. Mrs. Zirlin also hand feeds him.               

 Sushi could 

not be 

reached for 

photo. 

Strickland Family  
By Kayla Dunlea 

 

I'm so happy to feature your pet this 

month!  Please answer the follow-

ing questions for Pet of the 

Month.  I can't wait to get to know 

your pet better. 

Petôs Name:  Chelsea                 

Type of Pet:  Golden Retriever   

Age:    3 years 

Gender:   female 

What does your pet like to 

eat?   Only the best food for 

Golden Retrievers!  

What is an interesting fact about your pet? She will take turns sleeping in 

each childôs bed, so that everyone feels equally loved. 

What does your pet like to play with for entertainment? She has her own 

little stuffed pets.  She will take them out to play in the yard. 

What is your petôs favorite hobby?   Playing fetch with anything you 

throw!                                    

What crazy things does your pet do?  She barks at her brotherôs fish tank, 

we think at the fish.  She barks for permission to come downstairs when we 

are all down there.   

What is the scariest thing your pet has ever done?  She got loose from her 

collar and left the property  when she was very little, but not much else, she is 

so friendly. 

Anything else you would like to include in your feature about your 

pet?  Chelsea is truly the most devoted, loyal and loving pet you would ever 

want.  She loves the family with her whole heart and just longs to be loved 

every day.  We feel blessed the Lord sent Chelsea to us. 

6th Grade White Teamôs Volleyball Season  
 

 The 6th grade White team had an exciting year.  The highlight of the season was the White teamôs first place win in the 

36th Annual St. Peter and Paul School Trojan Classic tournament held in October. The girls finished 4th in the conference tourna-

ment after an exciting final match coming down to the last points.  The team was coached by Mr. Shaw and Mr. Fernandez who 

were very proud of the girls for never giving up!   

Front Row:  Isabel Smoczynski, Shannon Dorfler, Marissa Urso, Isabel Shaw, Meegan Hart, 

Cameron Fernandez, Dominique Carravetta, Sarah McCarthy  Back Row:  Coach Shaw, Kaylee 

Skwieraski, Shannon DiIorio, Molly Moss, Coach Fernandez 
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On Set with Kane and Toews 
By Emily Burback 

 
 I found myself at another one of my Dadôs commercial sets. I now realize how different it 

is to be in a studio for six hours, then to be in an ice rink for six hours (especially when youôre in a 

penalty box for 2 of those hours.) Yes, it was freezing. At one point, Toews  

even curled up in the goal. Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews, play for  

The Chicago Blackhawks, an NHL pro-hockey team. They are also  

last years Stanley Cup Champion team. Jonathan Toews is the  

captain of the Chicago Blackhawks. He is the youngest captain 

EVER, in the history of the NHL. He won most valuable player in 

the NHL, last year. And made the cover of EA Sports. He even won 

an olympic gold metal. My dadôs company, Burback Brothers Inc., 

was  making his second commercial with them. The commercial is  

promoting the Chicago Northwest Indiana Chevy Dealers. The  

commercialôs theme is what makes a champion. This commercial is also going to be in slow  

motion. The footage was shot with the Red Camera, the same type of camera that was used to shoot the movie The Knowing.   

It was fun to see and learn about all of the different equipment my dad was using. 

 Kane and Toews were really fun to watch as they were on and off camera while shooting. They are definitely amazing hockey 

players. Toews would be at the other end of the rink, standing by  the goal. Someone would pass him a puck and he would hit it with what 

looked like the least of his efforts. The puck would literally ñtake offô and fly though the air, just to land smack in the center of the goal all 

the way at the other end of the rink. Sometimes he would miss the goal, and the puck would hit the wall. The force of the  puck was so 

great that it would collide with the wall, and would echo through the whole rink. Kane and Toews both were able to balance a puck on 

their hockey sticks and bounce it up in the air, then they would catch it, WITH their hockey sticks. They were able to do this several times 

without it falling. Kane and Toews are two very dedicated hockey players.  

 My brother and I were able to meet and take pictures with Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews. They were very nice. I really  

enjoyed the day when my father took me to his commercial shoot. The commercial has not been finished yet, but it will be airing soon 

during Blackhawks games on TV. And soon will be posted on the companyôs website at http://burback.com/recent-projects/. Also, when 

youôre there, check out some of my fatherôs other cool projects such as, ñCamaro Commercialò and the first Kane and Toews commercial 

called ñEvergreen.ò Also check out their awesome reel, and stay on the lookout for ñWhat Makes a Champion.ò Make sure you have your 

parents permission first before going online. Thanks so much for reading! 

  8th Grade White Team  

Wins Tourneys 
By Casey Gredzieleski 

 

The 8th Grade White Girls Volleyball team has com-

pleted their regular season schedule and was quite 

successful. After a tough semi-final loss to eventual 

champion St Michaelôs at the St. Francis Tournament, 

they went to the Diocesan Tournament at Aurora Cen-

tral Catholic High School. During pool play on Satur-

day, the girls were undefeated and won their pool. 

They returned on Sunday to compete for the title and 

after winning 3 matches they were crowned the Di-

ocesan Champs. A couple of weeks later, they went to 

Montini Catholic High School to defend their 7th 

grade title. Again, the girls completed pool play with 

an unblemished record. They were the overall #1 seed  

which put them directly into the Championship match. 

They met an old foe there, St. Joan of Arc. St .Patôs 

defeated St. Joan of Arc last year in a tough 3 set 

match for the title. After and easy victory in game one 

for St Pats, St .Joan of Arc battled back to take game two by a score of 26-24. In game 3, the teams battled back and forth the entire game 

and the Irish came out on top with a 16-14 victory. It was an incredible display of volleyball by both teams. After the awards were handed 

out both teams posed for pictures as a sign of respect for one anotherôs skils. It was a very special moment for everyone there. 

        The team recently completed the regular season in the Tri-County Catholic Conference undefeated at 20-0 and take the #1 seed into the 

Conference Tournament where they hope to bring home the title. The team is made up of the Setter; Taryn Dal Degan, Outside Hitters; Anne 

Marie Jagielo and Ally Castoro, Middle Hitters; Casey Gredzieleski and Danielle Kolka, Right Side Hitter; Cristina Carbonara and Defen-

sive Specialists; Audrey Pechan, Taylor Van Thournout and Annie Hughes. The team is coached by Lori Jean Dal Degan with help from 

Bernee Gredzieleski and Tom Jagielo. It has been a ñbannerò year for the 8th Grade White Team! 
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