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School Theme: Jesus 

Teaches Through Parables  
By Kelly Theriault and Emma Turbak  

 

The Kingdom of Heaven is  

like a Mustard Seed.  

The word parable comes from 

the Greek word for òcomparisonó. The 

good listener will discover through 

these comparisons what it means to be 

part of Godõs kingdom. "The kingdom 

of heaven is like a mustard seed, which 

a man took and planted in his field. 

Though it is the smallest of all your 

seeds, yet when it grows, it is the larg-

est of garden plants and becomes a 

tree, so that the birds of the air come 

and perch in its branches." Mark 4:30 -

32.  "I tell you the truth, if you have faith 

as small as a mustard seed, you can say 

to this mountain, 'Move from here to 

there' and it will move. Nothing will be 

impossible for you." Matthew 17:20.   

The mustard seed is the smallest 

of all seeds. It is so small that if you 

were holding one your hands and you 

dropped it, it would be nearly impossible 

for you to find it again.  Even though the 

mustard seed is so small when it is 

planted, it grows into a tree large enough 

for birds to stand on its branches and to 

build their nests in.  

The mustard seed is a symbol for 

how small and lifeless we are without 

God. But, with His help our souls can 

grow like the mustard seed, into a love of 

God that is so powerful (like the tree) 

that all who want to know about God 

will flock to Him  for answers. So, trust 

in God and you will grow in love, in spiri-

tuality, and in faith.  

Boom Troope 

By Julianna Hartke 
 

 The Boom Troupe arrived to St.  

Patrickôs school on Monday, September 

14th.  They taught K-8 about bullying 

through skits.  They showed physical, verbal, 

and cyber bullying.  These are the roles you 

can play in a bullying situation.  You can be 

the bystander, the bully, the victim, or the 

supporter, the person who hangs out with the 

bully to avoid being bullied.   

 Then, they showed ways to deal with 

bullies.  They explained that you should play 

along, ignore them, or if you see someone 

being bullied, you should stand up for them.  

After the skits, they told a story about a boy 

who got bullied because he wore a pink shirt.  

Then one day the students decided enough 

was enough.  They went to a store and 

bought 50 pink shirts and the next day fifty 

students wore pink shirts to school.  Then the 

bully never was mean to anyone again.  That 

story shows that you can make a difference 

and with a little help you can stop bullies  

everywhere. 
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Adult Volunteers  
Mrs. Michelle Sheen 
Mrs. Tina Loos 
Mrs. Martha Smidt 
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Upcoming Submission Deadlines  
     
           October 2nd 
           November 6th 
           No December Issue 
           January 8th 
           More to followéé.  

       

Paddyôs Press staff wants your 
news!  We need:  
 
      Regular Features:  
      Student Spotlight     Scouts  
      Alumni News        Pet of Month  
      Dear Paddy (box outside office)  

 

 

 

 

Anyone may submit articles or news stories to  

Paddyôs Press. 

To see YOUR news in print, follow these steps. 
Grades K-3:  Have a parent help you and email. 

Grades 3-8:  Type a word document and save it. 

E-mail your article as an attached word document 

 to paddyspress@stpatsirish.info 
Any questions feel free to call  

Michelle Sheen at (630)587-9242 

Thoughtful Words from Sister Liz coming next month! 

Paddyôs Press is 

now  

on-line!! 

FROM THE EDITOR:  The Paddyôs Press is a student newspaper. It 

was originally a parent form of communication. Now it is created by the  

students for an audience of their peers and younger. Student staff members 

are comprised of 7th and 8th graders. Meetings take place during lunch 

recess 2x monthly and articles are then emailed to be formatted. Besides the 

student staff members who directly participate in this publication, St. Patôs 

also has numerous students who submit something on their own or through 

their teacher. So, really this paper encompasses the entire school. In this  

issue alone, we have more than 200 students mentioned or pictured. Our 

school is comprised of 536 students. Enjoy your issue and share with your 

younger siblings or children.  
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 Welcome back everyone and a special welcome to all the ñnewcomersò to our school!  

Iôm sure you had an enjoyable summer vacation and are looking forward to an exciting school 

year. 

 

It was good to celebrate Mass with you on Friday, September 4.  I like to think that being able to 

celebrate Mass is one of the main reasons for the existence of our school. 

 

Remember when I asked some students what their favorite subject was?  Some answered math, 

another said social studies, and one mentioned recess.  I really wasnôt expecting anyone to answer 

religion, but how good it would have been if someone did.  And why would that be?  Because our 

religion, our faith provides a wonderful foundation for our lives. 

 

Consider your homeé it has a solid foundation which keeps it together in rain or shine ï winter 

or summeré whatever the weather may be, the better the foundation, the better off your home 

will be.  So it is with our lives. 

 

The Truths we learn in religion will provide that solid foundation everyoneôs life needs.  Truths 

such as honesty, respect for life ï for other people and for their property, the Truth that there is a 

God, obedience to parents and lawful authority, the fact that goodness will be rewarded with 

Heaven and evil will lead a person to Hellé these and many others are the Truths we learn in re-

ligion.  And, believe it or not, if we live by these Truths, our lives will be much more manageable 

and rewarding. 

 

We may not feel that way, especially when we are tempted to go against these Truths by lying, 

stealing, disobedience.  However, we soon find out that by giving in to these temptations, we can 

really mess up our lives.  Weôre in trouble at home, in school ï weôre grounded or called into Mr. 

Battistoôs officeé maybe even our parents are called in to see him.  When this happens, the  

foundation of our lives has been weakened and weôre feeling the effects of a weak foundation. 

 

Make up your mind now that you will not allow something like that to happen to you.  Youôre 

going to learn the Truths taught to you in religion class and youôre going to live your life  

according to those Truths.  If you do that, you will never go wrong because your life will be built 

on a solid foundation. 

 

Make this a good year and may God bless you! 

 

     Cordially, 

 

     Msgr. Joseph Linster 
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 Last May our 8th graders graduated from St. Patrickôs. Each year 

the school holds an Awards Ceremony. There are many awards given out 
that morning. We have chosen to highlight a few of the awards below.  

 Our Home and School  

Association offers an opportunity to 

win 2 scholarships by answering an 

essay question. Any student going on 

to a Catholic High School is eligible to 
win a $1000 prize for 1st place and a 

$500 prize for 2nd place. Last May 

Dylan Zito and Kim Smith were the  
recipients of the two scholarships.  

Congratulations! 

 
Pictured L to R: Dillan Zito, Kim Smith and 
H&S president Melissa Liesen 

 The most prestigious award that an 

8th grader can receive at St. Patrickôs is the  

American Legion Award. Recipients of this 

award best represent outstanding qualities of 

character and ability. This award is based on  

Courage, Honor, Leadership, Patriotism, 

Scholarship and Service, which if cultivated, 

result in better citizenship. Congratulations to 

Angelo Carbonara and Kim Smith for their 

outstanding qualities of character.  

 Each student went home with a  

certificate and a medallion. In addition, their 

names will be added to the school plaque of 

previous recipients in the school lobby.  

 

Rosary High School National Honor Society 

Hannah Hillis 
 

Sister Mary Gretchen Scholarship 
Amy Seraphin 

 

St. Edward Scholarship 

Kim Smith 

Alumni News  

 

 Ryan Young, St. Patôs class of 2001, was recognized at NIU for Excellence in Leadership. He graduated 

from NIU this past May. Ryan received a special medallion that he wore on his graduation day.  
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