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Here | am Lord Conference
By Maggie Nelson

. On the weekend of March 5th,
g 'St . Patrickés Chur
Ch”dren O0Here | am Lordd c
conference focused on guiding people
for the to their vocations. Religious groups
: ' from all over the country were invited
Ch |Id ren to come and inform people on all the different callings a person could have. This formed th
AVocation Fairo and it became wildly pop
shared tables with their order or group and gave out information and other items (these in-
cluded candy, yyos, water bottles, Frisbees, pens, pencils, pins, stickers, Rosaries, Rosar
Upcoming Events bracelets, and cross necklaces).
Some special visitors to the conference included Father Jon Jenson, who we all me
e Thursdays after 1555 as our Alumni of the Year for his work in Mexico with the poor. Another special visito
schookEDGE was Bob Perron, who is said to be one of the funniest Catholic comedians around, who tol
hilarious tales of family life with God. The main event of the weekend was Tony Melendez,
man who was born without arms, but plays the guitar with his feet. He put on a great conce

By the

Spring Break

e Easter for both the 7th and 8th graders and for the entire church. People were very moved by his
story and his songs of worship.
e Book Fair On Friday, the sixth, the seventh and eighth graders went to the Crane Road Churt
. where they sang and danced to the many s
* Literary Issue Zak, sang. They also enjoyed a complimentary pizza lunch, fskér{E, a vocation fair

scavenger hunt, skits by the various peer ministry teams attending, group talks with some

the religious, talks by Fr. Jon Jenson, Brother Dave Henley (who is a juggler and unicycle

rider who can eat and juggle fire), and our own Deacon Bill Johnson. The kids had a great
and can not wait until next year when they can come back. Special thanks to Mr. Zak, the

youth minister, to Bishop Callahan for coming and saying Mass with us, to Tony Melendez
for his great work, to Bob Perron for his great performance, to all the priests and religious 1
came, to the Peer Ministry teams that came to help out and to all the rest of the wonderful

Fat her 6 s Cspeakeesthat came to e conference.
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Funky Facts S fAThose of us at Hesed > f
for your donation of 25 blankets. As you

Here | Am probably know, our needs are multiple. It is

Lord 8 only with the support of one another that our
dreams will ever become reality.

Sports We therefore value your support and hope it

Coverage 9 continue. God bl ess

Ryan J. Dowd, Executive Director of Hesed
House

See page 7 for full SOS story
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LISTEN WITH THE
RIGHT ‘EARS’
A CEO was HAVING A coNversaTion with his
10-year-old daughter. He was tocused on several
things as he listened to her speak. She soon real-
ized that she didn't have her fathers complete
attention. “No, Dad,” she reproached. "I want
you 1o listen with girl ears.”

In today’s fast-paced world, multitask-
ing has become the norm. We read our e-mails
while listening to our voicemails, talk on our

cellphones while paying for the
groceries, write a report while
watching our kids’ soccer game.

We helieve that we're

making the most efficient use

of our time. But how much in-
. formation do we fail to process
B a t t I when we're not fully engaged in any one activ-
ity? If we're too busy to give our undiv ided at-
tention to a loved one, neighbor, or colleague,
are we too busy to care?

Adapted From Marcopews.com
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Dear Students,

We are right into Lent — our 40 days” journey to Easter, when we celebrate the great
expression of God’s unconditional love for you and me in the life, death and resurrection
of His only Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord. Death would not take away God’s love for us,
and so Jesus defeated death and rose from it, thereby announcing loud and clear to the
whole world that Death is not, cannot and will not be the final answer! God and God
alone will have the final answer. And so every year, on Ash Wednesday, we begin the
Scason of Lent, and through the next days and weeks until Triduum, we must never
forget the central message of our Christian Catholic Faith, “For God so loved the world
that He gave His only Son, so that everyone believes in Him might not perish but might
have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world might be saved through Him.” (John 3: 16 & 17). This sentiment is
beautifully expressed in the great prayer of the Mass called the “Preface.” In Preface,
Lent I, we read:

“Father, all-powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and everywhere to
give you thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord. Each year you give us this joyful
season when we prepare to celebrate the paschal mystery with mind and heart
renewed. You give us a spirit of loving reverence for you, our Father, and of
willing service to our neighbor. As we recall the great events that gave us new
life in Christ, you bring the image of your Son to perfection within us.”

Well said! We have had many traditions and customs as to how we mark this 40 days’
journey. For many Catholics and I suspect many of you, Lent has become forty days of
figuring out what’s wrong with us. We search and look for the faults, the weaknesses,
the shortcomings, and most of all, the sins we have done. We deny ourselves things; we
give up foods, sweets, chocolates, cookies, deserts of all sorts and we do all kinds of
things to “make up” for our sins. These are all well and good because Lent does want us
to take a good look at our sinful, weak sides and make appropriate penance for them.

But boys and girls, Lent is much more than that. It is also a special and holy time to
reflect on our goodness. Yes! OUR GOODNESS!!! And this is what I want to write
to you about.

We are created in the image and likeness of God. God created us in His love and in His
goodness. And as such, at the very core of our being, we are good. Whenever,
therefore, we take an honest look at ourselves and realize how far we have fallen short in
our love for God and for our parents, teachers and friends, we are only able to do so
because our basic goodness tells us we can do better. In fact, what is not good is a

* stranger to our dignity as beings made in the image and likeness of God. This Truth of

being created in the divine image is very important. Knowing, and not just knowing, but
accepting and believing this amazing Truth will have profound effects on our relationship
with God and with each other. It will affect positively the way we treat God and each
other in our words and in our actions.

Yes, Lent is a time for me to look into the mirror. but I do so because as a child of God
created and loved by God, I refuse to allow my sins or weaknesses define who I am. God
created me for a purpose and that purpose for me is to know Him, to love Him and to
serve Him in this life, so that I may be with him in the life to come — Heaven. So I will
do all I can, in my present position as a student, staff or teacher of St. Patrick School and
Parish, to know Him, love Him and serve Him now, so that | may eventually be with God
in Heaven. Lent is a great time for us to renew this commitment to God!

May God bless you and your Lent! Amen.

Rev. Fr. Akan Simon,
Your Priest, Friend and Brother in Christ.
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ages reading among our students. Our Book Fair provides a wide variety of books
so please mark your calendars and come visit us in the school library! If you have any questions,

o

Lights! Camera! Book Fair!

Our Scholastic Book Fair is scheduled for April"28May 1% We
invite you to share in this celebration of books and reading. Not only does the B
Fair help raise funds to purchase essential classroom and library resources, it en

contact Tracey Fernandez at 630.762.0278 or Tami Hengesbaugh at 630.513.8425.

$5000 Luck of the Irish Winner
The Germanos Family

100% Tuition Winner
The Holm Family

50% Tuition Winner
The Dell'Armi Family

$500 Cash Winner
Keith Wilcox

$250 Cash Winner
The Rapp Family

$100 Cash Winner
The Connelly Family

2009 EMERALD EVENING RAFFLE WINNERS

FEATURED GRADELST

WHAT ARE THE 1ST GRADERS DOING? The first graders are having a lot of fun finding out new
things in science and in math. They are even going on a couple more field trips before the end of the
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Country they would most like to visit...France and Mexico
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a\“ Lenten Service Project
By Jennifer Symon

\‘“‘\“g‘o This year the whole school contributed gently used books, Beanie Babies, crayons,

and empty Altoid boxes. All of these things will be distributed to diffeceatities. Your contribution of
books will be going to a charity call&DOKWORM. All of the Beanie Babies will be sent to kids in India. The
crayons and the tins wild.l be sent to kids whobds pare

Do You Treat Others With Respec?
By Paige Shockey

Respect may not seem like much but it can really make a difference wherever you are. Whether you are at school «
home you will find people enjoy being around you. Here are some ways you can respect others: Do not tease people
insult them. Listen to others. Do not put down other people's opinions. Do not talk behind your friend's back. These.
some questions to ask yourself about respect: Is it ok to insult or make fun of someone as long as they cannot hear it
What are some signs of respect you see at school? What do you like best about how you are treated at school? Do y«
have to like a person to treat them with respect? Is it ever ok to treat someone without respect?

JUST REMEMBER THE GOLDEN RULE!

SOS Lends Support to Hesed House and Lazarus House

On Monday, January 36a group of about 50 SOS students met in the cafeteria and made 25 fleece blankets f
the Hesed House in Aurora, Il. They worked in teams, cutting and tying the fabric to make full size blankets. Hesed L
these blankets in their homeless shelter.
Many of the residents end up taking their
blankets with them when they leave, so they
are much appreciated and needed.
When Mrs. Hoscheit called Lazarus
House the morning of Feb. "6 see if they
had any future needs, they said that it must be
Divine intervention because they desperately
did need our help on Saturdag.od definitely
intervenes at the right timedur job was col-
; , - \ lating, stuffing, taping and labeling envelopes
for a large malllng We needed 20 students total for tahifts (10 in each shift) to meet u®n Walnut at the Lazarus
House Community Resource Roorithe SOS students came through and got the project completed, ahead of schedul
Even with the short notice, the SOS Students came through.

SOS THANK YOU

We received a wonderful thank you note regarding our help with the Budish Family Fundraiser. They said that
event was a tremendous success thanks to the support of so many people, especially the SOS kids. They wanted the
dents to know how i mportant their individual donatio
you can and do make a difference in peoplebds |ives.

Mrs. Hoscheit and Mrs. Breen are graduating their final students at St. Pats this year. We wish to let you
all know what a pleasure it has been to be part of the SOS program. The students have done a fabulous job at
completing any and all tasks that have been asked of them. They have given so much to so many over the year
To the & graders, we hope that you will continue to serve humanity with the same enthusiasm that you have
shown during your SOS days here at St. Patrick Catholic School.



