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Pancake Breakfastï A Tradition in the Making  
By: Regan Clementi and Rebecca Orr 

 
 The pancake breakfast was a huge success. The breakfast took place at St. 

Patrick Crane Road Church in the Father Dempsey Hall on February 1st. It was 

sponsored by the eighth grade class to raise money for the new school and to  

present as a class gift. We served pancakes, eggs, sausage, coffee, and orange 

juice. All of the eighth graders helped by selling tickets and/or setting up. Some 

cleared tables, some helped make pancakes, sausages, and eggs, and some helped 

with the ticket sales. There was also a raffle, which raffled off prizes and baskets, 

and a split-the-pot raffle. 

 Here are some fun facts about the pancake breakfast. We served 22 gallons 

of orange juice, 3 gallons of syrup, 300 cups of coffee, 1680 pancakes and 1600 

sausages. 540 people attended the breakfast, and in all we raised $2,500. 

 The pancake breakfast was a great achievement. It was a lot of fun, and it 

would be great if every eighth grade did this. Thanks to everyone who helped with 

the breakfast-by either helping or eating! 
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    Upcoming Submission Deadlines  
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     March 6th           May ï Literary Issue  

        
  
   

Paddyôs Press staff wants 
your news!  We need:  
 
Regular Features:  
Student Spotlight     Scouts  
Alumni News   Pet of Month  
Dear Paddy (box outside office)  

 

Anyone may submit articles or news stories to Paddyôs Press. 

To see YOUR news in print, follow these steps. 
Grades K-3:  Have a parent help you and email. 

Grades 3-8:  Type a word document and save it. 

E-mail your article as an attached word document to 

paddyspress@stpatsirish.info 

From the Desk of Mr. Battistoé 
 

Prayer for My Family  
 

I offer thanks, dear Lord, for the gift of my family.  

May we always strive for peace and harmony among ourselves.  
May we accept one anotherõs weaknessesé.and encourage one anotherõs strengths. 

May we always forgive one anotherõs failingé.and rejoice in one anotherõs successes. 
 

I pray that we will always be patient, kind and cheerful with one another.  

Help us to be selfless, always placing the welfare of one another ahead of self.  
 

Through Jesus Christ, your only Son, our Lord.  
 

Amen  

Math Answers from back page. 

Elementary Math=15 

Junior High Math=62 
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 My Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

On February 25th we, as Catholic Christians, begin the holy season of Lent with the 

celebration of Ash Wednesday. On that day many Catholics will come to church 

and remember Godôs great love for us all by offering His life on the cross and rising 

again. While we remember His dying and rising at every Mass, we begin the season 

of Lent in a special way by having ashes placed on our foreheads in the shape of a 

cross. The cross is that great symbol that reminds us of Godôs love. We then wear this ash cross to re-

mind us that we must love God in return by how we live our lives. And since the cross is formed from 

ashes it doesnôt last very long. That is what we have to think about. 

 

As the minister makes the sign of the cross with the ashes they say, ñRemember you are dust and to 

dust you will returnò. All of this reminds us that we need God in our lives and that we need to show 

God our love by how we live our lives. This has to be done every day and not just when we want some-

thing or need something from God. Like the ash cross, that does not last for long; we have to remember 

that we donôt know how long we have to live; so we have to live each day to the fullest. Each opportu-

nity we have to show our love for God by how we show our love for others must be taken. This is one 

of the goals of Lent; to help us grow closer to God. 

 

During the season of Lent one way to help us grow closer to God is by thinking about those things in 

our lives that we donôt really need and to remember what Jesus did to show His love; He died on the 

cross. Many people then think about ñgiving upò something for Lent; just as Jesus gave up His life out 

of love for us. But does it really help us grow closer to God if we ñgive upò something only to ñpick it 

upò again once Easter comes? Maybe it is better to think about it another way? Maybe if we really 

thought about something we donôt need; and then saw that we could do without it for 40 days in Lent, 

maybe then we can do without it for another 40 days, and another and another. Maybe we can do with-

out it forever! So before thinking about giving up chocolate or TV or computer games for Lent; now is 

a time to think about whether you can give it up forever? Maybe there is something else you can do? 

How about giving up some sweet snacks for health snacks and showing a love for your body? How 

about giving up an hour of TV for an hour of reading about the saints and showing a love for our faith? 

How about giving up some time on the computer and spending that time helping around the house or 

the neighborhood and showing love for others? It is important to remember that one of the best ways 

we have to show our love for God is by showing our love for others. If we use this Lent to practice 

showing that love for ourselves and others; how much easier will it be to do it not just for 40 days but 

for as long as we live. 

 

May this truly be a Lent filled with joy in your prayer, hope in your almsgiving and strength in your 

fasting to show God all the love you have in your hearts. 

 

Peace always, 

Fr. Rich Rosinski 

Pastor, Saint John Neumann Church 
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     The Paddyõs Press asked the fourth grade 

teachers some questions about their job.  We 

asked why they wanted to become a teacher, and 

Mrs. Muno responded, òI wanted to help provide a 

safe and happy atmosphere where children can 

not only learn but grow in leadership and faith.ó  

We asked Mrs. Stone what she is most excited 

about for the second quarter, she said, òI am  

excited about seeing the students sharing their 

unique strengths and talents in the classroom.ó  

Lastly, we asked Mrs. Brewster what is her  

favorite subject to teach.  She replied, òReligion.  

What a blessing it is to share our Catholic faith 

with our children.ó   

Featured Grade-4th 
By Kelly Theriault and Maggie Nelson  

4
th

 Grade Top Threeõs!!! 

Coke or Pepsi      

1. Coke  

2. Pepsi  

 

Favorite Color?  

1. Blue  

2. Green  

3. Red  

 

Vanilla or Chocolate?  

1. Chocolate  

2. Vanilla  

 

Favorite Animal?  

1. Lion  

2. Dog  

3. Tied - Bird/Fish  

 

Favorite Song?  

1. Love Story  

2. Let it Rock  

3. Tied - Single Ladies/Circus  

 

Favorite Sport?  

1. Basketball  

2. Soccer  

3. Swimming  

 

The 8th Grade Visits Saint Edôs 
By: Helen Finke 

 

The eighth grade took a field trip to St. Edwardôs Catholic High School on Tuesday January, 27th. They had a wonder-

ful mass in their gym and were joined by other 8th grade classes from around the diocese. St.      Edwardôs principal presided 

at the mass and gave each schoolôs eighth grade class a paten from the mass for the 100th anniversary of the diocese of Rock-

ford. It was a very nice experience to participate in this Catholic high school mass as one big community. I also thought it was 

a great experience for the eighth grade classes to see the high school they might attend. 
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Spirit Week 
Jennifer Symon, Maggie Nelson, and Rachel Baumgartner 

 

 On the first days of February, the students of St. Pats enjoyed a fun filled week of respect.  Each day had its own 

theme and activities to match. To start off our week, our outfits went wild, and so did our teachers.  The teachers performed 

a skit of respect, or should I say disrespect.  They all dressed up as students to show how disrespectful students can be.  

Maddie Pigott, Miss Pigottôs sister, did a great job of choreographing the dance to the song ñRespectò.  A special guest, Dr. 

Exhaustus, came in the afternoon to talk about global warming and what it can do to our earth. 

 Tuesday, we crawled out of bed and made our way to school in our pajamas.  For lunch we enjoyed crossanwiches 

with tater tots, yogurt, and muffins.  But, unfortunately, we suffered a terrible disappointment.  AC Rock Group could not 

make it, but they joined us on February 10th, which was great.  We still enjoyed the lovely Jr. High games. 

 Wednesday brought in much fun, and each class dressed up in a chosen design or style.  The sixth graders took off 

for the Art Institute with the seventh graders in hot pursuit headed to the Museum of Science and Industry.  With most of the 

junior high gone, the first through fifth graders enjoyed an ice-cream sundae buffet at lunch, and played their games in the 

afternoon. 

 Thursday started with a bang when students showed off a wide array of team spirit.  Because it was sports day, the 

teachers played the eighth graders in the traditional volleyball match.  Of course, the eighth graders won, but the teachers put 

up a good fight.  The kindergartners took part in school tradition by participating in the annual kindergarten kick.  Before the 

events took place, the green band put on a wonderful performance of the song ñChant for Percussionò.  Thursday night at the 

Arcada Theater, many students attended and participated in the St. Patôs Talent Show, and it was a huge success. 

 On Friday, we all dressed in our Sunday best and came to school. The seventh graders went on another field trip to 

The Northern Illinois Food Bank to package food and household goods for the poor and needy in our area.  And what better 

way to end a wonderful week than attending First Friday Mass! 
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The Gift That Keeps Giving       By: Elizabeth McNally 

 

      Birthday Books are a supply of books that your family can  

purchase for your birthday. The book you purchase will be put in 

the library with a personalized nameplate honoring your birthday! 

Volunteers have been working very hard on setting up a website 

so you can see the books you have to choose from and easily or-

der them. Until the new website is set up, you can contact Mrs. 

Barry at (630) 584-6367 or  dblibrarian@yahoo.com. Birthday 

Books are a great way to celebrate your childôs birthday while at the same time helping our 

library grow. 

Too Good For Drugs Graduation  
By Elizabeth McNally 

 

 This year Mrs. Rensa and Miss Prusankôs classes both did the Too Good for Drugs  

program, where they learned all about the bad things that drugs and alcohol can do to your 

body and how important it is to say NO! Officer Tim Beam was their instructor.  

 On December 12, 2008 all the boys and girls graduated. There were two winning essay 

readers & two stand-by-readers from each class. From Miss Prusankôs class Mira Spizzirri & 

Jayson Reckards were the essay readers with Abby Tarpey and Tom Seraphin as the stand-by 

readers. Rachel Kopf and Noah Enright were the essay readers from Mrs. Rensaôs homeroom 

with Madison Brewster and Shane Budish as the stand-by readers. The fifth graders are too 

good for drugs! 

mailto:dblibrarian@yahoo.com
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BARRAGE  
By Kimberly Smith  

 
 On Monday January 26, the eighth grade class took a field trip to the Paramount Theatre to see the 
musical performance òBarrageó. Barrage consists of 8 musicians. There are 5 violinists, one drum player, one 
guitarist, and one bass guitarist. The performance has the 5 violinists playing their violins AND dancing on 
stage!!!! How crazy is that!!!! At certain points they even sing. The songs played are challenging and the chore-
ography is difficult, however, they managed to pull it off! It was an amazing experience for us to see two tal-
ents (sometimes three talents) all being done at one time. Not only was it exciting to watch and hear, but what 
is very nice is the fact that the members of Barrage interact with the audience! Half way through the show, 
they have a question and answer segment to help you get to know the members. Not all of the members are 
from the United States, one is from Germany, two are from Canada, and the other five are from the United 
States. I hope this gave you a little taste of the excitement that the eight graders experienced!  

 

 

 Cub Scout Chatter 
 

  
 This has been an exciting and fun year of  

learning in Cub Scouts for the boys of Den 3. We learned 

how to play new games like triple solitaire & charades. 

We learned how to carve with pocketknives and tie knots, 

and learned about both endangered and extinct local ani-

mals from an education instructor from Cosley Zoo. We 

learned to identify fingerprints using powder from a police 

detective.  

 For most of us, one of the best things about Cub 

Scouts is Pinewood Derby, making the car with our dad 

and painting it. It is fun to watch them race down the 

track. We wanted to say ñThank Youò to our parents and 

those who help us to learn these new things.  
Pictured ï Charlie Orr, Aidan Quinn, Nick Jurich, and Nic Kwasniewski 

     Junior Girl Scout Troop 

    

     The 4th graders took a trip to 
White Pines Dude Ranch for an 
overnight weekend on October 
3

rd
 - 5

th
.  They earned badges 

relating to horses, fossil study, 
and the outdoors.  They had a 
blast and enjoyed their weekend 
getaway.  

Pictured left to right: Isabel Smoczynski, Samantha Woodrich, Marissa Urso, 
Sydney Lorenz, Shannon Dorfler, Clare Rickel, Kate Knight, Gabriellee Ghaderi 


