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 Our school Christmas Play will take 

place on the evening of December 17th at 

7:30 pm and again on December 18th at 

9:30 am in the school gym. Please join us for 

a wonderful performance by your classmates.  

Upcoming Events 

 

11/29-Athletics 

Awards 

12/9-8th Grade      

Pictures 

12/15-Band Concert 

12/17-Christmas Play 

12/18-11:30 dismissal 

12/21-Christmas Vaca 

12/25-Christmas Day 

           By Katelyn Jassoy 

 

     Red ribbon week, a long standing  

tradition at our school, is jam packed with fun 

activities and talks for all ages. This year we 

had an outstanding talk about real life  

experiences of an X-game medalist. His talk 

changed all of our perspectives on the issue of 

drugs in our area. His thrilling performance 

was so exhilarating that it made everyone 

want to jump up and down.     

    Drugs and alcohol can really screw up your 

life. You can go to jail, not be trusted, and be 

kicked off sports teams. And that's just the 

least of it. We should all be very proud of our 

school for preparing us to say ñnoò and be 

drug free. For our younger students, red  

ribbon week is a time to sit in the gym and 

watch a person tell them not to do something 

and to make good choices. But, for the older 

students these last talks can really have a big   

impact on keeping us drug free. 

SANTAôS SHOP IS  

COMINGé.. 

 
Home & School along with SOS are teaming up to 

bring Christmas shopping right to St. Patrick 

School. 

WHEN: Saturday, December 5th ; 8:30am-3pm 

WHERE: St. Patôs School Cafeteria 

WHAT: This is a fun-filled day for the children allowing them to shop 

for their loved ones. The gifts range from $0.25 -$8.00. This year it is 

no longer a fundraiser.  
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Thoughtful Words from Sister Lizééé. 
 We all know there is so much negativity in the world today. Negativity is 

constantly ñin our faceò and ñcrowing our spaceò and possibly taking over our 

lives. We all can find ourselves being caught up in it if we are not careful. Did 

you ever stop to think, though, that the world is predominantly good because all 

we ever hear is bad news? Very little good news is shared on a daily basis. How 

sad is that! 

 We at St. Patrick School dedicated a whole week to getting rid of the 

negative and assuming the positive. November 16-20 was our Positive Person 

Week. Hopefully this will not be limited to one week in 2009, but begin a forever 

journey of being positive people who live in peace. We definitely got the positive 

message out through daily prayer and pledge (see below), posters and coloring 

sheets, Walls of Honor, singing, and learning about many outstanding positive 

people from history and in our lives right now. This kick off week will continue 

through the rest of the school year by means of a monthly activity. Please join us 

in helping to make the world a better place through being positive peaceful peo-

ple! Remember: ñBecoming a positive person today will help you attract more 

positive people into your life tomorrow. The more positive people that surround 

you, the more youôll feel joy, contentment, and fulfillment in your own life!ò  

(Dick Ingersoll) 

Positive Personôs Pledge                      

I pledge to take the time to be thankful.                                                                                                                                                    
I pledge not to complain.                                                                                                                                                                                    

I pledge to help other people                                                                                                                                                                

I pledge to be kind to everyone I meet.                                                                                                                                               

I pledge to smile even when it is hard to do.                                                                                                                                       

I pledge to plan my day and follow through.                                                                                                                                      

I pledge to count to ten before I hurt another person by thought, word or deed.                                                                                  

I pledge to have a positive attitude at all times.                                                                                                                                 

I pledge to choose friends that will help me make right choices.                                                                                                        

I pledge to be the best I can be no matter where or when.                                                                                                                          

I am a positive person and I live in peace!  
Positive Personôs Prayer    

                                                                                                                                                          

This is the beginning of a new day.                                                                                                                                                                            

God has given us this day to use as best as we can be.                                                                                                          

So Lord, help me to be a positive person by being peaceful.                                                                                                                          

Help me to live in harmony with one and all. 

Let your light shine through me so others can experience your love.                                                                                            

Protect my family and my friends and inspire all of us to peaceful people.  Amen 
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Paddyôs 

Press is 

now  

on-line!! 

Upcoming   
Submission  
Deadlines  

  
 First Fridays of the 
month for January, 
February, March 
and April.   

Anyone may submit articles or news stories to  

Paddyôs Press. 

To see YOUR news in print, follow these steps. 
Grades K-3:  Have a parent help you and email. 

Grades 3-8:  Type a word document and save it. 

E-mail your article as an attached word document 

 to paddyspress@stpatsirish.info 
Any questions feel free to call  

Michelle Sheen at (630)587-9242 
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   My Dear Friends in the Lord, May I 

address you all as friends in the Lord?  Yes, for that is 

what you and I are! When God in Jesus 2000 years ago 

happened to become one like us, that is what He wanted 

to tell us again and again ï we are all His friends and we 

all are brothers and sisters in God. Jesus said in the gospel 

of John, ñYou are my friends.ò Does it not make us feel 

special and blessed wherever we maybe? Imagine to 

make a small dot with your pen. Then take notice that in 

the whole universe, we really are like ñsmall dotsò ï 

within a dot and still within a dot ï but God even in our 

tinniest size still loves us and tells us ñYou are my 

friends.ò 

  Every time we leave home and come to school, we easily make good for ourselves and 

for others because deep down in our hearts we believe we are important and loved by God. In 

addition, remember always Mom and Dad, did say a prayer for the best of you every time you 

are not within their sight. You have been in school for almost three months by now in the 

school year, and I suppose you are feeling great and challenged to be more and be happier. We 

may at times have problems, but we learn soonest to cope with them. We may have fears of not 

doing well in class, but they slowly disappear because we found a secret key: considering our 

classmates and teachers as brothers and sisters willing to assist. All must inspire everyone to 

learn more and be more as we are to others. Truly what Jesus said to us ñlove one another as I 

have loved youò brings out the best of us. Truly, that is the secret to be more and become hap-

pier in life wherever we may be.  

 Christmas will soon be around, we his friends should be excited of highlighting his big 

day when we can tell him confidently that since last Christmas we have grown fast and strong, 

happier and wiser. We have grown well in his friendship. And we can joyfully be grateful to 

Jesus by saying, ñMy Jesus, I have made lots of good friends because of You. Thanks a lot.ò I 

believe when we say this little prayer till actual Christmas Day, I am sure that the Lord Jesus 

will change you and me for the best and make us extra special by Christmas Day.  

 

Amen! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Fr. Moises Apostol 
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Veteranôs Day Celebration in Kindergarten 
 
 

 On November 11th, the kindergartners in Miss Hurrleôs Class had a special visitor for Veteranôs Day, a 

real Marine soldier! Mr. Chris Giroux, a Lance Corporal in the Marine Corps, came to celebrate Veteranôs Day by 

sharing his experience in the Marines. He talked about all the cool places he had been like Japan, Guam, Philip-

pines, Thailand, South Korea, Iwo Jima, and most recently Iraq. On a map he showed the kindergartners all the 

places he had been and how on his way to Iraq it was so far his unit had to stop for gas in Ireland. He told the kin-

dergarteners about how his unit had to be brave and work together when working in a combat zone like Iraq. Mr. 

Giroux also talked about the Iraqi children and how their favorite candy was anything with chocolate in it. He 

shared photos, gave out flags, and even let Chase Breslin wear his dog tags. It was such a special day and a great 

memory for Miss Hurrleôs  Kindergartners. Now they know the true meaning of what a veteran is and why we 

celebrate Veteranôs Day.  
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Molly Moss: ñI liked seeing the beauty of the museum.ò 

Emily Ryan: ñI loved seeing the jeweled cell phone!ò 

Ally Sheen: ñI liked the Castle of Lizzadro.ò 

Erin Burke: ñI loved the elephant made out of gems.ò 

Megan Kremer: ñI liked the gold, jeweled mail box.ò 

Ava Mele: ñI loved the Castle of Lizzadro.ò 

Shannon Dorfler: ñI liked the Castle of Lizzadro made of 

amethyst, gold, diamonds and agate.ò 

 The Fifth Grade Trip to the Lizzadro Museum of Lapidary Art  
By Colleen Dorfler 

 

 Recently the fifth grade visited the Lizzadro Museum of Lapidary 

Art in Elmhurst. They got to see a lot of beautiful gem carvings including 

some jeweled objects such as: a mouse trap, a mail box, a cell phone, a 

sardine can, a locket, a faceted egg, a garbage pail, a pacifier, and the Cas-

tle Lizzadro. They did a scavenger hunt and discovered a lot of amazing 

gems. Here are a few quotes from some of the fifth graders about their 

field trip: 

Dear Class and Paddyôs Press,  

 

I am so excited for being in this school. I made 

new friends and I am so thankful for being in 

this Catholic school. Thank you for your kind-

ness. I love you all. 

From , Mackenzie Wallace 

Grade 3, Mrs. McLaughlin 

Red Ribbon Week Makes an Impact 
By Emily Ryan 

 

 Matt Wilhem came to our school  

yesterday and gave us a wonderful presentation. 

He talked to us about not doing drugs along with other im-

portant life lessons. The most  

memorable thing he said that day was to never give up.  

 Matt started BMX biking when he was in 8th grade. 

He told us a story of when he first started competing on  

television. He told us he got last place, but he still never 

gave up. Look at him now, he is a gold medalist!  

 I have decided to not give up on Taekwando. When 

I first started, it was really fun. As you get a higher and 

higher belt, it gets very hard. I was thinking about quitting, 

but after Matt came to our school I have changed my mind. 

He inspired me and many others to never give up. I will not 

give up on Taekwondo! 

    Band Department News 

 
 Our band Christmas Concerts  (featuring 6th, 7th, & 8th grade musicians in the Green Band  and 
Rockestra ) will be held on Tuesday, December 15, 2009 , at 8:45 a.m.  for the school assembly and 
7:30 p.m.  for the public.   
A reception with refreshments will he held following the evening concert. 
 Congratulations to 7th grade clarinetist, Henry Quinn , who participated as a member of the Jun-
ior High Band  in the Illinois Music Educators Association (IMEA) District IX Junior High Festival on 
Saturday, November 7, at Plano High School!  Henry was one of 148 band students selected from 343 
who auditioned from 72 middle schools in District IX.  Also performing were the Junior High Orchestra and 
the Junior High Chorus. 
  Mr. Rossi and Mrs. Green wish everyone at St. Patrick Catholic School  
    a very blessed Thanksgiving!  

 

                            By Julianna Hartke 

 

 The Birthday Book Store is a great 

way to make your childôs birthday special.  

Not only does your childôs name appear on 

the book of your choice, but it also helps 

expand the amount of books in the school 

library.  Now, you can purchase a book 

from your computer.   

 Just go to: www.stpatsbirthdaybook.citymax.com 

to find the title of your childôs favorite book for their  

special day. 

http://www.stpatsbirthdaybook.citymax.com
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Student Council Elections 
By Claire Nelson and Shea Yeargin 

 

 On November 3rd, Junior High skipped first period to watch 13 nervous candidates make their speeches in 

front of all of 6-8th grades. Their hopes laid in the hands of those kids, a hope that they would elect them to help our 

school through student council.  And even though everyone made great speeches and put up amazing posters (the hall-

way looks so empty without them), only one person could be chosen from each group (except for Public Relations). 

 For Public Relations, people had to make that tough decision between the three extremely eligible candidates 

(Brynn Beveridge, Annie Hughes, and Madison Brewster). For Secretary it was the obvious choice for the job, Cece 

Rapp. For Treasurer, there was Adam Finke, Christina Vanisi, and Justin Skwierawski). Vice President was a toss up 

between Casey Gredzieleski, Lauren Murray, and Jake Fernandez. President was a hard choice between Syria Siems, 

Ben Conner, and Austin Rayfield. 

 Good election everyone, and congratulations to the people elected. We look forward to seeing you help our 

school! 
 

  

 

Student Council Position Elected member 

Public Relations Annie Hughes, Brynn Beveridge 

Treasurer Adam Finke 

Secretary Cece Rapp 

Vice President Lauren Murray 

President Syria Siems 

 

              By Maria Kantak  

 

 This November I interviewed Sr. Joelyn. She is the head of the Religious Education program at St. Patrick 

Catholic school. She was born in St. Francis Hospital in Evanston, Illinois .Here are some of her favorite things. She 

does not have a certain favorite candy, but she it would most likely have to be chocolate turtles. Hey, that's my mom's 

favorite too! Her favorite animal is a dog and her favorite color is aqua! Her favorite books, besides the four Gospels, 

includes a special love for a five-volume book entitled Poem of the Man-God, by Maria Valtorta. It is the record of 

hundreds of visions from Jesus that show many more episodes in his life, including fuller descriptions of events in the 

Gospels. Her favorite Saints surely include Mary, the Mother of God, St. Francis, and St. Joseph who she takes as her 

patron for her name. She does not have any specific living person she would like to meet but for those who have 

passed on she would most like to meet Jesus, of course, Mary, and many people she had known and loved on earth. 

 Whenever I ask what the craziest thing you have ever done is, I always get a weird response and funny  

answers and that is why I keep on asking it. Sr. Joelyn doesn't have a particularly crazy thing she has done but she is 

glad to have taken on the challenge from Sr. Mary Boyd, which was to join a pilgrimage to Italy that followed the life 

of St. Francis. She studied his life as she visited places made special by himself.  

 Something people don't know about her is that for over thirty years she has analyzed handwriting, including 

two courses in grapho-analysis from Father Tony Becker, and has read many books on that very subject. She has ana-

lyzed over 1,000 samples today! To Sr. Joelyn being a Franciscan allows her to better absorb St. Francis' spirit of be-

ing a sister and brother to all creation for the sake of the Incarnate Word of God! One of her main goals in life is to be 

effective in whatever ministry or work God asks of her. through the School Sisters of St. Francis and ultimately to be 

welcomed into the Kingdom of God in heaven.  

 Yet, her biggest accomplishment is to be at her fifty-second year of service to the Catholic community. She 

has been a teacher and a member of an executive team for our religious congregation. A pastor invited her to be the 

Director of Religious Education in his parish of St. Thomas Aquinas in Freeport. She accepted the role happily and 

found out that it came to be a nice fit for her strengths and interests. She is at her twenty-fifth year of service at St. 

Patrickôs parish and has been a Sister for fifty-four years. At the age of 18 she was received into the community of 

the School Sisters of St. Francis in Milwaukee. Sister said, "It's a joy and a privilege to be a vowed Sister and to be 

able to let people know that God and our Church are worth while! As a Director of Religious Education I appreciate 

touching the lives of thousands children over my thirty-three years in this ministry.ò Sr. Joelyn is a sweet and touch-

ing lady. We are lucky to have her at St. Patrickôs! 
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HALLOWEEN MEMORIES  


