
 Paddy õs  Press 

Inside this Issue 

Thoughtful Words from 

Sr. Liz                            2 

Fr. Skrobutt              3 

 

School Play                      7 

 

Living Your Faith          11 

 

Entertainment                13 

 

By the 

Children 

for the 

Children  

St. Patrick Catholic School  

January  2010 
   DEADLY EARTHQUAKE  

             STRIKES HAITI  
                 By Grace Bardenheier 

 

On January 12, 2010, an extremely disastrous earthquake struck the small, independent 

island of Haiti. Haiti is located approximately 700 miles away from Miami, Florida. Thatôs how 

close Haiti is to the United States. This earthquake is the worst Haitians have seen in 100 years! 

The Red Cross has collected between 45,000-50,000 dead bodies. However, the death toll could 

reach 200,000. The numbers are rapidly changing; there is no possible way of knowing the   

accurate number. The earthquake has caused the majority of the buildings in Haiti to crumble to 

pieces: this includes hospitals, schools, homes, food markets, etc. Basically, civilization there 

has come to an abrupt halt. 

Many people have been trapped under buildings with their hands barely sticking out for 

someone to notice them. Even if this is the case, they have run out of medical supplies there, so 

these poor citizens canôt even be helped. Sure, this earthquake will kill many by just having 

buildings collapse on them, but we tend to forget the after affects. With no food or clean water, 

people will get diseases and perish from that, also. Haiti is a tropical island; therefore, itôs hot 

during the day there. You need to keep yourself hydrated. However, even before the earth-

quake, Haitians barely had access to purified water.  Haiti is considered the poorest country in 

the western hemisphere; that certainly didnôt help matters.  Countries like the U.S., China, and 

Europe give money to the United Nations to help countries like Haiti. When this money is 

given to Haiti, much of it doesnôt make it to the people because of corruption. Long story short, 

money meant to built well-made schools and hospitals doesnôt completely get there; therefore 

the buildings are easily destroyed when terrible disasters like this earthquake happen. 

Scary times like these make people frightened. When people are scared, many often 

resort to violence. This also could be an after affect of the earthquake. People may fight for 

food, shelter, and supplies. This is why the Haitians must stick together and all help each other 

out. However, itôs hard for people to do that during intense times; itôs just typical human nature. 

All Iôm asking of you, is that you pray every night for the Haitians. Not just the Haitians, but 

also any victim of this earthquake. People from all over the world were in Haiti doing volunteer 

work, and trying to improve conditions there. Some of those volunteer workers have also been 

killed. So please all keep them in your prayers.  Look for trustworthy foundations that send 

money to help people there. Donate to the cause; it really makes a difference. 

How people are getting active: 

Lady Gaga will donate all of the proceeds from her January 24th show in NYC to relief efforts 

for Haiti. 

The World Food Program will distribute food rations to 2 million people there. 

President Obama, and former presidents Bill Clinton/George W. Bush will meet up to  

discuss how to encourage a broad-based national volunteer relief effort. 

Hope for Haiti Nowï Live Musical Broadcast worldwide with over 100 celebrities. 

St. Patrick Mathletes 
 

 The St. Patrick Mathletes competed Saturday, December 

5th at St. Francis High School in the Junior High School Math  

Competition. The team consisted of 8th graders Cali Rudge and 

Ben Connor. The 7th grade team members were Tegan Keigher, 

Claire Nelson, and Alex Vonderhaar. Taking 1st place in the  

individual 7th grade competition was Tegan Keigher.  

St. Patrick received a 2nd place for the team competition. The 

competition was fierce, but these talented Mathletes did a terrific job representing St. Patrick 

Catholic School.  

Upcoming Events 

 

February 5thï Pick up 

your pizzas! 

Edge on Thursdays             

        January 28th and  

        February 4th and  11th 

Catholic School Week 

is February 1st-5th 

ST. PATôS  

ñA NIGHT ON 

BROADWAYò 
Friday, February 5 

6:15 pm at the  

Arcada 

Theatre 



 

Thoughtful words from Sister Lizéééé.. 

 
New Safety Laws in Illinois 

As of January 1, 2010 Illinois motorists 

cannot: 

Å Text while driving 

Å Talk on a cell phone while driving 

through a school zone or highway 

construction zone 

 
ST. PATôS SCHOOL GROUNDS: BE SAFE AND AWARE 

(For parents) 

By Grace Bardenheier 

  

 You may remember me from a few issues ago. I was informing 

people on the dangers of calling and texting while driving; I am writing 

another article to reinforce this precaution so that I can ensure safety in the 

St. Patôs parking lots, and those small, tight roads surrounding the school. I 

have heard numerous teachers, staff, etc. talking about how they notice all 

of these parents picking up their children before/after school with cellular 

devices attached to their ears.  

          It certainly isnôt the end of the earthébut it certainly is a major  

distraction! Kids are running in front of cars here and there, parents are 

frantically searching for the children and pulling them into tight corners 

(because of the small space to begin with) so other cars can move past 

them. If youôre busy talking to someone on the phone, you may not notice 

the kidséand you know what will happen from there. 

 If it is imperative that youôre on your phone while driving through St. 

Patôs school grounds (or any location for that matter), just please be extra 

careful and extra aware of what is going on around you. I would advise 

you to pull into a parking space somewhere near St. Patôs, and take the 

phone call, just to be safe. Also, you can even just wait until you get home 

to call them back! 

Please consider thiséplease take action and be a good role model for your 

future drivers. Be safe rather than sorry! 
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Upcoming   
Submission  
Deadlines  

  
 First Fridays of the 
month for February 
and April. No March 
issue. Literary issue 
in May. Details to 
come soon!   

Anyone may submit articles or news stories to  

Paddyôs Press. 

To see YOUR news in print, follow these steps. 
Grades K-3:  Have a parent help you and email. 

Grades 3-8:  Type a word document and save it. 

E-mail your article as an attached word document 

 to paddyspress@stpatsirish.info 
Any questions feel free to call  

Michelle Sheen at (630)587-9242 

Paddyôs Press 

Is now on-

line! 

 

Listed under 

clubs on 

school main 

page. 
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Becoming a Recognized Saint of the Catholic Church 

  
With John Paul II receiving the first step in the process of being recognized as a Saint by the Roman Catholic 

Church, it seems appropriate to talk about the process. 

  

The process itself is called Canonization.  Canon is from the Latin for standard or measuring stick.  The Saint becomes 

someone we recognize as one who has lived the life Jesus called them to.  A saint is a model for us to  

follow. 

  

In the early Church, the people of faith recognized certain people as Saints through popular acclamation.   

However, there was nothing in place to check if this personôs life was proven to be holy.  So later on, the Pope  

established a process to verify the life of the candidate for sainthood. 

  

Canonization is a three step process.  On completion of the first step, the candidate receives the title of 

ñvenerableò.  Once the criteria for the second stop have been fulfilled, the candidate is referred to as  ñbeatifiedò.   

Completing the third stop, the candidate is recognized as a ñSaint of the Churchò.  Note that not all saints are formally 

recognized; that those who are not well known or recognized by others can still become Saints.  This is the call for all of 

us  recognized or not. 

  

To receive the title of ñvenerableò, the candidate needs to be deceased, of the Catholic faith, and recognized by others as 

someone who lived a holy life.  The case for sainthood may begin 5 years after a personôs death by asking the local 

Bishop to authorize an investigation into the life of the person.  Once the bishop obtains permission from Rome, a       

diocesan tribunal is formed and witnesses come forward to testify about the life of the person.  The candidateôs writings 

and other documents are gathered for evaluation. 

  

All this information is passed on to the Congregation for the Causes of Sainthood, a department of the Vatican.  Nine 

theologians examine the evidence to determine its validity.  Bishops and Cardinals, belonging to the congregation, then 

evaluate it.  Their recommendation is then sent to the Holy Father (the Pope) and the proclamation decree of 

ñvenerableò is given. 

  

In order to receive the title ñbeatifiedò, the venerable candidate must be responsible for a miracle.  A miracle is a super-

natural event which is neither caused nor explained by natural or human means.  If a person asks for a miracle through 

the intercession of the candidate and it can be proven and verified that the candidate interceded on their behalf, the 

proclamation of Beatification can occur.  Venerable candidates who died for their faith, martyrs, are exempt from this 

step. 

  

Martyr (venerable) and those beatified are then brought to the third and final step in the process.  One more miracle 

needs to be proven and verified.  Once this is done, the ñbeatifiedò candidate is named in a formal decree by the Pope as 

a recognized Saint of the Church. 

  

The recognized Saint joins the ranks of those recognized before him or her.  Prayers are written, churches are named, 

feast days are identified, icons and holy images are made and relics are obtained for the honoring of the new saint. 

  

The Holy Spirit guides the Church in the long process of Canonization so no human errors are made and so that we can 

be assured that the candidate in question in no way contradicted church teachings or lived in an unholy manner. 

  

John Paul II has already been named Venerable and is in the Beatification processes which is unusually fast.  A miracle 

of healing is being investigated which may be attributed to his intercession.  So, we may hear in the next couple of years 

that he has been beatified if the miracle can be authenticated and attributed to him. 

  

To Jesus through Mary 

  

Fr. Andrew Skrobutt, Associate Pastor 

St. John Neumann Parish  
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       The True Meaning of Christmas 
      

      The childrenôs excitement grew as they boarded the bus to 

     Heritage Woods. They were all so very anxious to ñbring smilesò  and 

Christmas cheer to the residents at the retirement home. They wanted to bring a little Jesus to them, and they 

accomplished their goal and then some. Our kindergarteners sang Christmas songs, passed out homemade    

necklaces and cards and hugged everyone who attended their performance. The children even met Adolph ñBudò 

Schulske, a former alum from St. Patôs. Jake Morelli gave his homemade necklace to ñBudò. Mr. Schulske 

fondly shared with the children who gathered his memory of attending St. Patrickôs in the Fr. Carse Center when 

he was young.  

 Our kindergarteners have learned early on what Christmas really means. They spread lots of Christmas 

joy that cold winter day. The residents have enjoyed this visit from Mrs OôNeillôs classes for a few years now, 

and they look forward to each visit. Happy New Year!! 
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